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Wassail! 
After one of the carol services I attended, I heard someone asking the vicar 
why there wasn’t a standardised version of the carols we had sung. At a 
previous carol service, a day or two earlier, the words of some carols were 
different to the ones in that day’s service. It’s a variation of that question 
asked of all vicars: “Why do they keep changing the words (or tunes) of 
hymns?” Part of the answer is that ‘they’ have always done so. Take, for 
example, that most favourite of Christmas hymns: 

“Hark! the herald angels sing,  

Glory to the newborn King.” 

Who would dare tinker with such a favourite? Who would change the words 
that Charles Wesley wrote for his Christmas day hymn? The answer is 
George Whitefield, Wesley’s contemporary (or rival). He was the first to 
change the words of Wesley’s hymn. In fact, it was Whitefield, not Wesley, 
who wrote that familiar opening line about the herald angels. What Wesley 
actually wrote was: 

“Hark! how all the welkin rings,  

Glory to the King of kings.” 

If you look for the original version, you’ll recognise many familiar lines, but 
also many differences from the version that we now sing. There’s no refrain, 
for example, and there are verses that haven’t made it into the hymnals and 
carol sheets that we use today. Also, there’s no mention of any angels, herald 
or otherwise. And it wasn’t until 1856 that it became associated with the tune 
we most often use today. 
Still, there’s nothing nicer than a good old traditional carol service, is there? 
Except that the format that most people think of – the Festival of Nine 
Lessons and Carols, as presented by King’s College, Cambridge – isn’t 
traditional at all. It’s a twentieth century innovation! It was first held at King’s 
on Christmas Eve in 1918. Eric Milner-White, the Dean, had been an army 
chaplain. As the First World War ended, Milner-White believed that the 
Church of England needed more imaginative worship. The idea was to tell the 
whole story of God’s redemptive purpose, all the way from the fall of Adam 
and the call of Abraham, through the vision of the prophet Isaiah, to the birth 
of Jesus and the visits of shepherds and wise men. 
Actually, I exaggerate when I describe the Nine Lessons as ‘a twentieth 
century innovation’. Its use in Cambridge is rooted in an earlier service, first 
used on Christmas Eve 1880, by Bishop EW Benson. Bishop Benson’s 
innovation was to have carols sung in the cathedral on Christmas Eve. Before 
that, the choir had gone round to people’s houses to sing carols, a practice 
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rooted in the ancient tradition of seasonal wassailing. The word ‘wassail’ 
means ‘be hale’. In other words, to wassail is to wish someone good health. 
To this day, we sometimes ‘drink to the health’ of our companions, or to 
absent friends. The correct response to the greeting, ‘Wassail!’ is ‘Drinc 
hael!’, which means ‘drink healthily!’ 
The traditional time to go a’wassailing was on twelfth night – that is, 5th 
January, the eve of Epiphany. Wassailers would go from house to house, or, 
in the West Country, to orchards, singing to cider apple trees, and making 
loud noises, in the hope of awakening them from their winter sleep in order to 
produce a good harvest.  
The pre-Christian origins of some of our Christmas carols can be seen in, for 
example, ‘The Holly and The Ivy’, which began life as a folk song about those 
evergreen plants, which were then adopted by Christians as symbols of life in 
the darkness of winter. Christians took those songs and adapted them to 
include Christian themes. 
So, where does all this get us? You think that it’s traditional to sing ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels’ at a service of Nine Lessons and Carols in church. And I’m 
saying that what’s really traditional is to go around the parish drinking 
people’s health and singing songs about evergreens. 
I’m being flippant, of course. Partly. And I may have got a bit carried away. A 
bit. But this article started as an attempt to talk about the difference between 
tradition and nostalgia. I have been trying to come up with definitions of the 
two things. How about this: 

Nostalgia is a sentimental attachment to the notion that things used 

to be better, or at least simpler, at some point in the past, in some 

golden age. 

Tradition is a bedrock of tried-and-tested principles and practices that 

give a firm base on which to build and explore the present and the 

future. 

You won’t be surprised to learn that I think that tradition is hugely important to 
the life of the church and of all communities. And that nostalgia is a deadly, 
life-sapping virus. Again, I might have overstated my point, but I think you will 
see what I mean. Nostalgia longs for the past. Being firmly rooted in tradition 
gives us the confidence to strike out for the future! 
You may be reading this around Christmas, New Year, or the feast of the 
Epiphany. In which case, let me say to you: 

Wassail! 

(And I hope you will give me the appropriate response.) 
Alan Jewell 
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ST CROSS JANUARY CALENDAR 

    3rd The Second Sunday of Christmas-Epiphany 

     10.30am All Age Worship 

    6th   Wednesday    10.30am Communion 

  10th The First Sunday of Epiphany-Baptism of Christ 

    10.30am Holy Communion 

  17th The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

    10.30am Morning Prayer 

  24th The Third Sunday of Epiphany 

     10.30am Holy Communion 

  31st The Fourth Sunday of Epiphany-Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple 

    10.30am United Service at St Matthew’s 

 

ST CROSS CHURCH FAYRE 

 
Our Fayre was opened by our church warden Kath Fowler, who 
introduced several children from Appleton Thorn choir who sang carols 
beautifully for us. I would like to say Thank You to everyone who 
donated, helped and supported the Fayre it turned out to be a really 
good afternoon, lots of new and friendly faces. We welcomed the 
gardeners from YOI who brought a colourful array of plants and planters 
to sell. 
 
After the raffle was drawn, the 200 club was drawn, which is run by Mr 
Syd Edwards 
 
More new members would be welcome, congratulations to all who won. 
Lots of generous spending and a well-earned cup of tea and cake 
afterwards earned our church funds with a grand total of £834-39.    
Many Thanks     
May. 
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ST CROSS CAROL SERVICE 

Anyone who couldn’t make it to St Cross Church on the evening of 13th 
December missed a very special occasion.  I think we all went home tingling 
from an evening which included beautiful singing from the joint choir and 
music which reflected modern works, and also brought a flavour of ‘the olden 
days’ with a small group of young musicians and all the well-known carols, 
which we sang heartily.  The musical arrangements were very skilfully 
brought about by Rose Jewell.  Representatives from the local community 
read the Bible readings; from the primary school, the prison, pre-school, 
nursery and Parish Council as well as a Churchwarden and a faithful member 
of the Sunday Club. 
The whole event was a great pleasure; lots of smiling and congratulations 
followed.  If we weren’t warm enough from singing, there was the traditional 
mulled wine before we made our way home.  Well done everybody!! 
The Church was beautifully decorated, too.  The school children, pre-school, 
nursery and Sunday Club had adorned small Christmas Trees, and their 
contributions are gratefully received. 
Joan Shaw, on behalf of St Cross congregation. 

CHURCH MAGAZINE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The Church Councils of St Matthew’s and St Cross have decided to publish 
10 copies of the Church Magazine per year instead of 12.  From July 2016 
we will not be publishing a magazine in August and from 2017 we will not be 
publishing a magazine in January or August.  We also hope to print the cover 
pages in colour to improve the appearance of the magazine, and would 
welcome new photographs of the churches of St Cross and St Matthew’s to 
put on it. I hope these will change with the season and reflect the beauty of 
both Churches.  The cost of the individual magazine will be increasing to 65p 
per copy but yearly subscriptions will remain the same.   
Many thanks  
Laura 

FLOWERS DONATED BY 

3rd       January Mrs D Brown, Hartswood Close, Appleton 

10th      January Mrs Critchley, Appleton Thorn 

17th      January Mrs A. Perris, London Road, Appleton.  In memory 
of her Father, Ronald Sim 

24th      January Mrs J. Binns, Cedarways, Appleton 

31st January Mrs P. Fewtrell, Ashley Court, Appleton 
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While Shepherds Watch… Christmas Tree Festival 2015 
We would like to say THANK YOU to all those who made this such a 
wonderful event: 
To our sponsors who are a very talented, artistic bunch and competitive! The 
decorations on the trees were amazing and many people commented on how 
impressed they were with the effort that had been made.  
To the children from St Matthew's School who added their own reflections, 
writing prayers for the trees on the pillars, and for those who took time to read 
them, it showed how in touch our children are with the world around them. 
We also enjoyed having Carol Services on both weekends with the children 
from Grappenhall Heys School and St Matthew's School providing wonderful 
choirs. It gave us all a moment to take time out and reflect during the Advent 
period about why we celebrate Christmas. 
Thank you to all those who came and helped, when the church was open, 
giving our visitors a warm welcome and also to those who worked behind the 
scenes in many ways. 
The results from visitors voting for their favourite tree are as follows: 
1st   Post Office & Beehive Stores 
2nd  Stretton Newsagents 
3rd  Jewell Maths 
Voting was very close with only one vote between second and third. All the 
trees had a number of votes. 
Due to the generosity of our sponsors and those visiting the Church we have 
raised   
£1300 for Warrington Women’s Aid (WWA). People were also very generous 
when taking part in the specific Christmas gifts for WWA. Your support has 
been greatly appreciated. THANK YOU 
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ST MATTHEW’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

It has been an exciting time at St 
Matthew’s over the last few 
weeks. The nativities, Christmas 
Tree Sparkle service and KS2 
Christingle have all kept everyone 
busy, learning songs and sharing 
the wonderful Christmas story with 
our families. 
We are also very excited to 
announce the launch of our new 
school newspaper, ‘Matty’s News.’ Mrs Craddock told us all about the 
different roles involved in putting a newspaper together and we all had to 
write letters to her applying for the different roles. She was very impressed 
with our letters and we were pleased to receive letters back offering us our 
new roles! 
Then the hard work began! We had our first board meeting to decide which 
stories we were going to follow. Our reporters then went out and about 
interviewing people and writing news stories ready for the newspaper. The 
intrepid photographers snapped some brilliant photographs to make the 
paper look even more amazing! 
The sub-editors worked with dedication and enthusiasm to put all the stories 
and photographs onto the computer and think of interesting headlines and 
captions. They worked hard on the page design to make each page look 
good. They finally used the puzzles created by our games manager to create 
a super back page. 
Our promotions officers led an interesting assembly to inform and promote 
the paper ready for launch day and at last after all that hard work it is hot off 
the press and ready to be sold. Phew!  
We are very proud of the first edition 
of ‘Matty’s News’ and can’t wait to 
start collecting new stories ready for 
Edition 2! 
The News Team 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8  

 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH RAMBLE 

What a wonderful way to celebrate Advent 2015.  22 intrepid explorers (!) set 
out on a ramble to celebrate the start of Advent and to raise money for 
Children in Need. We started our journey by joining the congregation at St 
Cross where we sang a hymn and Alan Hibbert gave a talk about Divine 
Exchange (yes-we were listening!). Then, after a blessing, we set off on our 
journey to St Matthews.  The strong wind helped us walk at a fast pace and 
“The Girls” kept us entertained with renditions of The 12 Days of Christmas 
and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer (very biblical!). After about 40 minutes, 
and rather a lot of muddy fields, we arrived at St Matthews and were 
welcomed by Revd Alan Jewell in time to join in the end of the service.  We 
were well supplied with refreshments, and some of the Junior Church had 
also baked cakes and biscuits. 
Thank you so much to all the young people in Junior Church and family 
members, and to all those who supported our venture.  We raised £300 for 
Children in Need. 
If you would like to join us in Junior Church you will be very welcome.  Roll on 
next Advent! 
Catherine Edwards 

Baptisms:            We Welcome into the Lord’s Family…. 

      29th     November Alice Violet Howarth 

        6th     December Zane Louis Snagg 

      13th     December Oliver Tyerman 
Funerals: We extend our sympathy to the family and 

friends of… 
 18th     November Paul Ingham.  Service at St Matthew’s 

Church followed by committal at Fox Covert 
Cemetry. 

30th November Harold Wellesley Karl Thompson.  Funeral 
at St Matthew’s Church followed by 
committal at Walton Lea Crematorium. 

8th December John (Jack) Allen.  Funeral at St Matthew’s 
Church followed by committal at Fox Covert 
Cemetry. 
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CONFIRMATION SERVICE 

Rod and Barbara Johnson were confirmed on Sunday 22nd November 2015 
by Bishop John Hayden and the Reverend Alan Jewell.  We would like to 
thank our friends from St Cross and St Mathews for their support on our 
special day. 
What a wonderful service with the choir and the musicians, church wardens 
and a much needed cup of tea afterwards. 
Thank you everyone. 
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PRAISE AND PLAY 

What an amazing year 2015 has been for our Praise & 
Play group, we've done so much and had so much help 
from volunteers for refreshments, crafts, reading and much 
much more we would like to say thank you to you for your 
help and support throughout 2015. 
 
In 2015 Praise & Play ran every Friday term time at 2-3pm, 

we created our new logo which was inspired by our children and have started 
to work on more welcome material for 2016. Our children love the passport 
which they get stamped at the end of each session and have enjoyed lots of 
events in 2015, from painting Rev Alan's face for Comic Relief, to planting 
sunflower seeds, making Christmas tree gifts and Stars, Angels and Sheep 
for the Nativity Scene in church. 
 
We've also walked with our new banner on walking day and held a sports day 
on the school playing field and this week we'll have our Christmas party with 
a very special guest and everyone will  
be wearing a Christmas knit for the Text Santa Christmas Jumper Day along 
with taking part in the nativity story. 
 
So we can't wait for 2016 to begin and we'll be back in church Friday 8th 
January at 2pm, we look forward to seeing you and if you need more details 
please check out our page on the St Matthews Church website. 

PRAISE AND PLAY DATES JANUARY 2016 

 

Please find below the dates for Praise and Play for January 2016.   

St Cross St Matthew’s Month Time 

5th 8th January 2.00pm 

 15th January 2.00pm 

19th 22nd January 2.00pm 

 29th January 2.00pm 
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VISIT TO COUNTDOWN 

I have been offered 20 tickets to watch Countdown being recorded at the Metric 
Centre in Manchester on the 23rd February from 1pm-6pm. I suggest we car 
share rather than book a coach, at a cost of £15 each, as the car parking would 
only be £8 per car.  Anyone interested please let me know by email at 
philipsherburn@btinternet.com or Warrington 601809, on a first come first 
served basis, at a cost of £5 each. Please would you let me know if you are 
willing to drive. We could also finish our trip with fish and chips at the golf club 
for a total cost of £15.  

Sylvia Sherburn 

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY NEWS 

Although we have not had Children's Society cards for sale in church this year, 
I hope you were able to pick up cards from one of the two new shops in 
Stockton Heath without too many problems. The CS book shop is a great place 
to browse and make a few well-priced purchases. 

 If you enjoyed the quiz in October, then there will be an opportunity to brush 
off the Christmas excesses and exercise the grey matter again on Friday 15th 
January in the church hall - see weekly notices for details. 

 Another date for your diary - when the dark days of winter are over, we are 
looking forward to a Vicarage Lawn afternoon tea in June, all proceeds in aid 
of the Children's Society.  Rev Alan has reassured us the weather will be 
glorious........just not sure if the heatwave will be on Saturday 11th or Sunday 
12th.  Keep reading the magazine and weekly news bulletins as Alan receives 
updates from the higher office of the met department........ 

Gill Bruce, tel 267743, gillmbruce@btinternet.com 

FAIR TRADE BAKE OFF 

At some point before Easter - date not decided as this magazine goes to print 
- St Matthew's will be having a Bake Off Party competition!!!!  Warrington is 
Fair Trade Borough and St Matthew's has been invited to participate in a 10th 
Anniversary Bake Off competition, USING FAIR TRADE INGREDIENTS, with 
a grand final in early spring at the Town Hall in Warrington.  Watch this space 
for details and start brushing off your favourite fair trade recipes!!! 

 

 Gill Bruce, tel.267743, gillmbruce@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:gillmbruce@btinternet.com
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PAT AND FRED OWEN’S ANNIVERSARY 

 

Ma 

MM 

MM  

 
A lovely afternoon tea was had by all when Fred and Pat Owen celebrated 
their Pearl Wedding Anniversary (sixty years).  Many congratulations to them 
and thanks for their hospitality. 
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KNEELER GROUP 

Kneeler Group will be meeting at 2.00pm in St Matthew’s Church Hall on 
Thursday 7th January and Thursday 21st January. We meet on the first and 
third Thursdays of every month throughout the year unless there is a polling 
date in May and the first Thursday in December when it is the ACF party. All 
are welcome – bring your own craft or needlework or just call in for a cup of tea 
and a chat. 

CHURCH TREASURER 

As some of you will know, John Perris is stepping down in April after many 
years serving as our treasurer. It is vital for our church that we find a 
replacement for John, ideally to work with him for the next 3 months in order to 
become acquainted with the task and its procedures. John has identified the 
tasks and procedures involved which are as follows: 

Authorised signatory on Church account 

Bookkeeping using Quickbooks software 

Pay invoices by cheque or BACS - both require a second signature  

Receive weekly Offertory received sheets and distribute any payments out 

Receive and organise payment to bank of occasional cash/cheque receipts 

Submit monthly payroll data to the payroll agency and pay wages 

Monthly reconciliation of bank statements 

Submit accounts for annual audit 

Report to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) - 6 times per year 

If you would be interested in this important role at St Matthew's or if you know 
someone, preferably but not necessarily linked to St. Matthew's, please get in 
touch with either of the churchwardens or the treasurer. Contact details are 
below: 

Richard Johnson:  Tel 01925 268262, email: docrtj@gmail.com 

Barbara Hamilton: Tel 01925 265558, email: bhamlton@aol.com 

John Perris:           Tel 01925 601850, email: jonty346@icloud.com 

Please give this matter some serious thought 

Richard Johnson 

Churchwarden 
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    3rd The Second Sunday of Christmas 

  8.00am                        Holy Communion 

  10.30am Holy Communion 

  4.30pm Evensong 

7th Thursday 10.30am 

2.00pm 

Holy Communion 

Kneeler Group 

10th The First Sunday of Epiphany 

   8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.30am Morning Prayer 

14th Thursday      10.30am     Holy Communion 

   17th The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

       10.30am All Age Worship 

         4.30pm Evensong 

    21st Thursday      10.30am 

       2.00pm 

Holy Communion 

Kneeler Group 

   24th The Third  Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

       10.30am Morning Prayer 

   28th Thursday       10.30am Holy Communion 

   31st The Fourth  Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

         10.30am United Service at St Matthew’s 

          4.30pm Holy Communion 

 
 
 
 
 
 



15  

    7th The First Sunday before Lent 

  8.00am                        Holy Communion 

  10.30am Holy Communion 

  4.30pm Evensong 

7th Thursday 10.30am Holy Communion 

14th The First Sunday of Lent 

   8.00am Holy Communion 

  10.30am Morning Prayer 

14th Thursday      10.30am     Holy Communion 

   
17th 

The Second Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

       10.30am All Age Worship 

         6.30pm Evensong 

    
21st 

Thursday      10.30am 

    

Holy Communion 

   
24th 

The Third  Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

       10.30am Morning Prayer 

   28th Thursday      10.30am Holy Communion 

   31st The Fourth  Sunday of Epiphany 

         8.00am Holy Communion 

       10.30am United Service at St Matthew’s 

         6.30pm Holy Communion 

www.stmatthewschurchstretton.org.uk 
Church Wardens 
Barbara Hamilton: 01925 265558   Richard Johnson: 01925 268262 

www.stcross.org.uk 
Church Wardens  
Kath Fowler: 01925 264265    David Shaw: 01925 211813       

http://www.stcross.org.uk/
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